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indexed. Not illustrated. 1880 Excerpt: .so beneficial. On Thursday last Mr. Cross, at St. Helen s, replying to some
observations of mine, spoke with so much vehemence, not to say violence, and challenged me so sharply to
answer his questions, that I feel, unwilling as I am that this contest should in any way degenerate into a
personal one, that I cannot leave that speech or those questions unanswered. As combatants in a certain arena
usually begin by shaking hands, I must be permitted in the first place to shake hands with Mr. Cross. He paid me
a compliment, but managed to insert a little sneer. He said he had a great respect for my character--the
character of one who was at all events the nominal leader of the Liberal party. Well, I don t wish to be more
wanting in courtesy than Mr. Cross, and I will say I have a great respect for Mr. Cross, and that he has proved
himself an admirable administrator of his department; and if I must make any qualification of that statement it
is that I have not observed in his speeches in South-west Lancashire that he has called particular attention to
the merits of the Metropolitan Water Bill, or been very eloquent on the merits of the Prisons Bill. I go on to more
serious--no, the next is not a very serious subject. The first charge he makes I must own myself absolutely
unable to understand. He says, he --that is I-- said...
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