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leadership of the Marine Corps. Following up on EW11 s initial examination of the Joint Operational Access
Concept (JOAC), EW12 sought to further identify potential gaps and opportunities that would enable joint force
access to required operational areas against capable adversaries in an anti-access, area-denial (A2/AD)
environment. As a global power, the United States must be able to project military power into any region of the
world in support of its strategic interests. Over the past several decades, the United States has been able to
deploy forces to an operational area virtually unopposed - from the free flow of personnel and supplies to
Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, and more recently, to the unchallenged deployment of forces and equipment to
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in 2001 and Kuwait for Operation Iraqi Freedom in
2003. However, current and future operating environments are increasingly characterized by complexity,
uncertainty and rapid change. The dramatic improvement and proliferation of A2/AD capabilities by
determined adversaries, enhanced by ready access to the information environment, could challenge U.S. and
coalition forces ability to gain operational access to global areas of interest in the future. Enemies may include
states with regional aspirations or nonstate/ transnational hybrid adversaries that combine high-tech A2/AD
resources with low-tech but innovative methods of employment. These opponents could possess a range of
conventional and unconventional capabilities - from sophisticated long- and short-range precision weapons,
integrated air defenses, electronic warfare and...
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