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Excerpt: . CHAPTER IV HAT Paley and those who follow him
have A mistaken and misstated the evidential value of the
miracles of Christ may seem to some a startling proposition;
but it is by no means a novel one. To this error, moreover, it is
that the argument against miracles in John Stuart Mill s Essays
on Religion owes its seeming cogency. The unbelief of the
Christianised sceptic compares unfavourably with the
agnosticism of the honest infidel. The one in rejecting miracles
destroys the authenticity of the Gospels, and thus recklessly
undermines the foundations of Christianity. The object of the
other is a defence of human reason against supposed
encroachments upon its authority. The one trades in
sophistries which have been again and again refuted and
exposed. The other propounds arguments which have never
yet been adequately answered. The pseudo-Christian
practically joins hands with...
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