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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 edition. Excerpt: . WARD No. 6 i AT the side of the hospital yard stands a large
wing, nearly surrounded by a forest of burdocks, nettles, and wild hemp. The roof is red, the chimney is on the
point of tumbling, the steps are rotten and overgrown with grass, and of the plaster only traces remain. The
front gazes at the hospital, the back looks into the fields, from which it is separated only by a grey, spiked fence.
The spikes with their sharp points sticking upwards, the fence, the wing itself, have that melancholy, God-
forsaken air which is seen only in hospitals and prisons. If you are not afraid of being stung by nettles, come
along the narrow path, and see what is going on inside. Open the hall-door and enter the hall. Here, against the
walls and around the stove, are heaped whole mountains of rubbish. Mattresses, old tattered dressing-gowns,
trousers, blue-striped shirts, worn-out footgear, all good-for-nothing, lie in tangled and crushed heaps, rot, and
exhale a suffocating smell. On the top of this rubbish heap, pipe eternally in mouth, lies the watchman Nikita,
an old soldier. His face is coarse and drink-sodden, his hanging eye-brows give him the appearance of a sheep-
dog, he is small and sinewy, but his carriage is impressive and his fists are strong. He belongs to that class of
simple, expeditious, positive, and dull persons, who above all things in the world worship order, and find in this
a...
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